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1
STORAGE MEDIUM STORING
INFORMATION PROCESSING PROGRAM TO
BE EXECUTED BY COMPUTER OF
INFORMATION PROCESSOR TO PERFORM
A PROCESS ACCORDING TO AN INPUT TO
TOUCH SURFACES

This application claims priority to JP 2011-265343 filed 2
Dec. 2011, the entire contents of each of which are hereby
incorporated by reference.

FIELD

The technology herein relates to storage media storing an
information processing program, and more particularly to
storage media storing an information processing program that
performs a process according to an input to, e.g., a pointing
device such as a plurality of touch panels or touch pads.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY

This application describes a storage medium storing an
information storage program to be executed by a computer of
an information processor.

Information processors with a touch panel, atouch pad, etc.
have been widely used. Such information processors have a
computer, and for example, a mobile phone, a mobile game
machine, a personal digital assistant (PDA), etc. are known as
the information processors. These information processors
have a storage medium storing an information processing
program to be executed by the computer of the information
processor.

This application can provide a storage medium storing an
information processing program to be executed by a com-
puter of an information processor, which allows the user to
perform various input operations as intuitive input operations
using a pointing device such as a touch panel or a touch pad.

A first aspect is directed to a recording medium storing an
information processing program to be executed by a com-
puter (21) of an information processor (10). The information
processor of the first aspect has a first touch surface (14a), a
second touch surface (145 in FIG. 6) placed on a back side of
the first touch surface, a first touch operation detection por-
tion (21) that detects a first touch operation on the first touch
surface, and a second touch operation detection portion (21)
that detects a second touch operation on the second touch
surface. The computer (21) is connected to the first touch
operation detection portion (21) and the second touch opera-
tion detection portion (21). The information processing pro-
gram allows the computer to function as a first processing unit
that executes a first process based on the first touch operation
detected by the first touch operation detection portion, a sec-
ond processing unit that, if the first touch operation detected
by the first touch operation detection portion and the second
touch operation detected by the second touch operation detec-
tion portion are slide operations in opposite directions to each
other, executes a second process different from the first pro-
cess based on the first touch operation detected by the first
touch operation detection portion and the second touch opera-
tion detected by the second touch operation detection portion,
and a mode selection unit that selects a first mode in which the
first processing unit executes the first process based on the
first touch operation, or a second mode in which the second
processing unit executes the second process based on the first
touch operation and the second touch operation (a third spe-
cific process and a fourth specific process; S30; NO in S36;
S38 to S41).
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In “BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY;” description in
parentheses refers to the reference characters of correspond-
ing elements in example embodiments etc.

The mode selection unit may select the first mode or the
second mode based on a detection result of the second touch
operation detection portion.

When the first touch operation has been detected by the first
touch operation detection portion, the mode selection unit
may select the first mode or the second mode based on the
detection result of the second touch operation detection por-
tion.

When the first touch operation has been detected by the first
touch operation detection portion, and the second touch
operation has been detected by the second touch operation
detection portion, the mode selection unit may select the
second mode if at least one of the first touch operation and the
second touch operation is a predetermined operation.

The first touch surface and the second touch surface may be
placed so as to at least partially overlap each other as viewed
in a direction perpendicular to the first touch surface and the
second touch surface.

The first touch surface and the second touch surface may be
placed so that the first touch surface and the second touch
surface can be substantially simultaneously touched with one
hand.

The information processing program may further allow the
computer to function as a difference calculation unit (S64)
that calculates a first distance at a first time between a first
touch position corresponding to the first touch operation
detected by the first touch operation detection portion and a
second touch position corresponding to the second touch
operation detected by the second touch operation detection
portion, and a second distance between the first touch position
and the second touch position at a second time later than the
first time, and calculates a difference between the first dis-
tance and the second distance. The second processing unit
may execute the second process if the difference calculated
by the difference calculation unit satisfies a predetermined
condition.

The second processing unit may execute the second pro-
cess if an absolute value of the difference calculated by the
difference calculation unit exceeds a predetermined value
(YES in S65; S73).

A second aspect is directed to a storage medium storing an
information processing program to be executed by a com-
puter of an information processor. The information processor
of'the second aspect has a first touch surface (14a), a second
touch surface (145), a first touch operation detection portion
(21) that detects a first touch operation on the first touch
surface, and a second touch operation detection portion (21)
that detects a second touch operation on the second touch
surface, and the computer is connected to the first touch
operation detection portion and the second touch operation
detection portion. The information processing program
allows the computer to function as a first processing unit that
executes a predetermined process on a display object dis-
played on a display portion, based on the first touch operation
detected by the first touch operation detection portion, and a
second processing unit that executes a process of switching
the display object displayed on the display portion, based on
the first touch operation detected by the first touch operation
detection portion and the second touch operation detected by
the second touch operation detection portion (S30; NO in
S33; S42 to S43).

A third aspect is directed to a storage medium storing an
information processing program to be executed by a com-
puter of an information processor. The computer of the infor-
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mation processor of the third aspect is connected to a first
touch operation detection portion (21) that detects a first
touch operation on a first touch surface (14a), and a second
touch operation detection portion (21) that detects a second
touch operation on a second touch surface (145), and the
information processing program allows the computer (21) to
function as a first processing unit that executes a first process
based on the first touch operation detected by the first touch
operation detection portion, and a second processing unit that
executes a process of limiting an operation on the information
processor or cancelling the limitation, based on the first touch
operation detected by the first touch operation detection por-
tion and the second touch operation detected by the second
touch operation detection portion (third and fourth specific
processes; S30; NO in S36; S38 to S41).

A fourth aspect is directed to a storage medium storing an
information processing program to be executed by a com-
puter of an information processor. The information processor
of the fourth aspect has a first touch surface (14a), a second
touch surface (FIG. 6, 145) placed on a back side of the first
touch surface, a first touch operation detection portion (21)
that detects a first touch operation on the first touch surface,
and a second touch operation detection portion (21) that
detects a second touch operation on the second touch surface.
The computer is connected to the first touch operation detec-
tion portion and the second touch operation detection portion,
and the information processing program allows the computer
to function as a processing unit that, when one of the first
touch operation and the second touch operation is a slide
operation and the other is an operation of substantially not
changing a touch position, executes a predetermined process
if the first touch operation and the second touch operation are
performed within a specific region as viewed in a direction
perpendicular to the first touch surface and the second touch
surface (example embodiment of FIG. 7F; S64 to S66; S73).

A fifth aspect is directed to a storage medium storing an
information processing program to be executed by a com-
puter of an information processor. The information processor
of'the fifth aspect has a first touch operation detection portion
(21) that detects a first touch operation on a first touch surface
(14a, 34a), and a second touch operation detection portion
(21) that detects a second touch operation on a second touch
surface (145, 34b). The computer (21) is connected to the first
touch operation detection portion and the second touch opera-
tion detection portion. The information processing program
allows the computer (21) to function as a mode switch unit
that switches a display mode between a first display mode and
a second display mode, a first processing unit that executes a
first process based on the first touch operation detected by the
first touch operation detection portion, when the display
mode is the first display mode, and a second processing unit
that executes a second process different from the first process
based on the first touch operation detected by the first touch
operation detection portion, and executes the first process
based on at least the second touch operation detected by the
second touch operation detection portion, when the display
mode is the second display mode (sixth example embodi-
ment; S121 to S153).

The second processing unit may executes the first process
based on the second touch operation, instead of the first
process that is executed by the first processing unit based on
the first touch operation.

The second processing unit may execute the first process
based on the first touch operation detected by the first touch
operation detection portion and the second touch operation
detected by the second touch operation detection portion.
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The information program may further allow the computer
to function as a first display control unit that displays a pre-
determined display object on a display portion, when the
display mode is the first display mode, and a second display
control unit that displays the predetermined display object in
an enlarged size on the display portion, when the display
mode is the second display mode, the first processing unit
may switch the display object as the first process, and the
second processing unit may switch the display object as the
first process, and scrolls a screen of the display portion as the
second process.

According to this aspect, the first process that is executed
based on the first touch operation in the first display mode
changes to the second process different from the first process
of'the second display mode. In the second display mode, the
first process is executed based on the second touch operation.
Thus, the first process can be executed by a simple operation
even if the display mode is switched and the process based on
the first touch operation changes to the second process.

For example, an operation to go to the next page or return
to the previous page, which is performed on the first touch
surface in a normal display mode, changes to an operation to
scroll the screen in an enlarged display mode. However, the
command to go to the next page or return to the previous page
can be entered by performing an operation on the second
touch panel. Thus, even if the operation to go to the next page
or return to the previous page based on the first touch opera-
tion changes to the operation to scroll the screen in the
enlarged display mode, the command to go to the next page or
return to the previous page can be entered by a simple opera-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an appearance of an information processor of
a non-limiting example embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the information processor of
the non-limiting example embodiment.

FIGS. 3A to 3D show operation (gesture) examples of the
non-limiting example embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a main routine of the
information processor of the non-limiting example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a subroutine of the infor-
mation processor of the non-limiting example embodiment.

FIG. 6 shows an appearance of the information processor
of the non-limiting example embodiment.

FIGS. 7A to 7F show operation (gesture) examples of
another non-limiting example embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of the another non-limiting example
embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a non-limiting modifica-
tion of a process of detecting and determining a gesture input
operation (an angle calculation process).

FIG. 10 shows an operation (gesture) example of an infor-
mation processor of a still another non-limiting example
embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a subroutine of the infor-
mation processor of the still another non-limiting example
embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of an information processing
system of a further non-limiting example embodiment.

FIGS. 13 A to 13F show asstill further non-limiting example
embodiment, and show an example of screen display in the
case where the example embodiment is applied to an elec-
tronic book.
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FIG. 14 is a flowchart in the case where the still further
non-limiting example embodiment is applied to an electronic
book.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF NON-LIMITING
EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

First Example Embodiment

A first example embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to FIG. 1. In the first example embodiment, an informa-
tion processor 10 is an example of a portable information
terminal device, and includes a housing main body 11. The
housing main body 11 is configured so as to be foldable
between housings 11a, 115. The folding structure of the hous-
ings 11a, 115 is configured so that the housing main body 11
can be folded inward or outward by pivotally supporting the
housing main body 11 by an axis (dashed line in FIG. 1)
positioned close to one longer side of the housing 11a or 115.

The inward foldable structure is a structure that is rotatable
in the range of 180 degrees from the closed state, and that
folds the housing main body 11 so that first and second
display portions 13a, 135 described below face each other.
The outward foldable structure is a structure that is rotatable
in the range of 360 degrees from the closed state, and that
folds the housing main body 11 so that the display portions
13a, 135 are located on the front side and the back side (or the
front surface and the back surface), respectively, when the
outward foldable structure is rotated by 360 degrees. Another
possible folding structure is a structure that allows the back
surfaces of the housings 11a, 115 (the surfaces having no
display portions 13a, 135 mounted thereon) to face each other
in the closed state, and that allows the display portions 13a,
135 to be seen in a double-spread state when rotated by about
180 degrees to the open state.

The housing 11a has a large opening 12« in its one princi-
pal surface (a surface shown in the figure), and accommodates
the first display portion 13a so that the first display portion
13a is visible from the outside via the opening 12a. A first
touch panel (a first touch surface) 14a as an example of a
pointing device (a coordinate input portion) is bonded (or
mounted) to the upper surface of the first display portion 13a.
Similarly, the housing 115 has a large opening 124 in its one
principal surface (a surface shown in the figure), and accom-
modates the second display portion 135 so that the second
display portion 135 is visible from the outside via the opening
12h. A second touch panel (a second touch surface) 1456 is
bonded (or mounted) to the upper surface of the second dis-
play portion 1356. The display portion 13a and the touch panel
14a form a first touch screen, and the display portion 135 and
the touch panel 145 form a second touch screen. In the first
example embodiment, the touch panels 14a, 1456 are thus
placed close to each other in the lateral direction so that the
touch panels 14a, 1456 can be seen in a double-spread state. In
this case, the touch panels 14a, 145 can be substantially
simultaneously operated with the index finger and the middle
finger, namely with one hand.

For example, liquid crystal display portions etc. are used as
the display portions 13a, 135. The touch panels 14a, 14b are
transparent touch panels (or touch pads), and may be of any
type such as a capacitance type, a resistance film type, an
electromagnetic induction type, a matrix type, an infrared
type, a surface acoustic wave type, etc.

In the first example embodiment, in order to facilitate
detection of coordinates and detection of a touch operation
based on the detected coordinates, the touch panels 14a, 145
have substantially the same planar shape, and are placed so as
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to completely overlap each other, and the same setting of a
coordinate system is selected for the touch panels 14a, 145. In
this case, the coordinate system of each touch panel 14a, 145
has its origin at, e.g., the lower left corner of the touch panel
14a, 145.

As a modification, the touch panels 14a, 145 may have
different sizes, and the respective coordinate systems of the
touch panels 14a, 145 may be set so as to partially overlap
each other.

A plurality of operation switches (or operation keys) 154,
15b, 15¢ as an example of an operation portion 15 are
mounted below the opening 124 of the housing 11a. These
operation switches 15a to 15¢ are used to input functions
other than those of icons displayed on the touch panels 14a,
14b. For example, these operation switches 15a to 15¢
include a power switch that turns on or off the power by press
and hold, a key that is used to move a cursor, etc. A fold
detection portion (25 in FIG. 2) is contained in one of the
housings 11a, 115.

In FIG. 2, the information processor 10 includes an infor-
mation processing portion (a computer) 21 such as a central
processing unit (CPU), and is accommodated in one of the
housings 11a, 115. The first display portion 13a, the second
display portion 134, the first touch panel 14a, and the second
touch panel 145 are connected to the information processing
portion 21. A storage portion 22 is connected to the informa-
tion processing portion 21 via a data bus and an address bus.

For example, a readable/writable storage medium such as a
random access memory (RAM), a flash memory, or a hard
disk is used as the storage portion 22, and the storage portion
22 includes a plurality of storage regions 22a to 22e. Specifi-
cally, the storage region 22a is a register region including a
plurality of registers (e.g., R1 to R13), and is used to store
X-coordinate data (Xal to Xa3, Xb1 to Xb3) and Y-coordi-
nate data (Yal to Ya3, Ybl to Yb3) of the current touch
position (R1 to R4), the touch-on position (R5 to R8), and the
touch-off position (R9 to R12) when touching the surface of
the touch panel 14a and/or the touch panel 145 with a finger,
a stylus pen, etc. A part of the register region is used as a flag
(R13). Registers R14, R15 are added as necessary, and are
used in a sixth example embodiment (FIG. 14) described
below.

The storage region 225 is a working RAM region, and is
used to temporarily store data when performing various pro-
cesses. The storage region 22c¢ is used as a first display data
storage region that stores image data to be displayed on the
first display portion 13a. The storage region 224 is used as a
second display data storage region that stores image data to be
displayed on the second display portion 135. The storage
region 22e is used as a program storage region that stores
various programs. The storage region 22¢ may be formed
either by a read only memory such as a ROM, or by a RAM,
a hard disk, etc. having installed therein a program stored in
an optical recording medium such as a compact disc read only
memory (CD-ROM) or a digital versatile disc (DVD).

The operation portion 15, a wireless communication por-
tion 23, and an audio input/output (I/O) portion 24 are also
connected to the information processing portion 21. The
wireless communication portion 23 is used to transmit and
receive data to and from another information processor (e.g.,
a mobile information processor such as that of this example
embodiment, a stationary video game machine, a personal
computer, etc.). The audio /O portion 24 is used to enter an
audio input to the information processing portion 21, or to
provide audio output of the processing result of the informa-
tion processing portion 21. The fold detection portion 25 is
also connected to the information processing portion 31. The
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fold detection portion 25 is used to detect that the display
portions 13a, 135 and the touch panels 144, 145 of the infor-
mation processor 10 are being used in the outward folded
state rather than in the double-spread state (as described
below with reference to FIG. 6, the case where 13a, 145 are
used as the front surface, and 135, 145 are used as the back
surface).

In addition to a mode for normal use, the information
processor 10 of the first example embodiment has a special
mode in the case where the display portions 13a, 135 are
arranged in the lateral direction in the double-spread state. An
operation that is rarely performed for the normal intended use
is used to select the special mode. In the first example embodi-
ment, the “first mode” refers to the case where a normal (or
common) process is executed by operating only one of the
touch panels 144, 145, and the “second mode” refers to the
case where a special process is executed by substantially
simultaneously operating both touch panels 14a, 145.

First, the first mode (a normal mode) will be generally
described. When the information processor 10 executes the
normal mode as a process (a first process) that is frequently
performed according to the original intended use of an appli-
cation, the user performs an operation such as a tap operation,
a flick operation, or a drag operation on one of the touch
panels 14a, 145. As used herein, the “tap operation” refers to
an operation in which, with, e.g., one or more icons (a prede-
termined function has been defined for each icon) being dis-
played on the display portion 13a and/or 135, the user selects
an icon by touching the corresponding touch panel 14a or 145
and performing a touch-off without substantially changing
the touch position. The “flick operation” is an operation in
which, with, e.g., a part of the contents such as an image or
text being displayed on the display portion 13a and/or 135,
the user scrolls the screen by touching the touch panel 14a or
145 and performing a touch-off after changing the touch
position within a predetermined time while maintaining the
touch. The “slide operation” is an operation in which, with,
e.g., characters being displayed on the display portion 13«
and/or 135, the user moves a character by touching the char-
acter and changing the touch position while maintaining the
touch, or an operation in which, with, e.g., a part of the
contents being displayed on the display portion 13a and/or
135, the user scrolls the screen by touching the touch panel
14a or 145 and changing the touch position while maintaining
the touch.

In the first example embodiment, an operation method that
is rarely used in the first mode is used to select the second
mode. The second mode is selected by simultaneously per-
forming an input operation on both touch panels 14a, 145
(step S15 in FIG. 4 described below). That is, the second
mode is selected by operating the other touch panel 14a, 145
while operating one of the touch panels 14a, 14b. In the
second mode, a predefined specific process (step S30 in FIG.
4, specifically, step S35, S37, S39, S41, S43 in FIG. 5) is
performed as a second process, according to the kind of
gesture corresponding to the input to the touch panels 14a,
145.

Operation (or gesture) examples and their definitions in the
“second mode” of the first example embodiment will be gen-
erally described with reference to FIGS. 3A to 3D. Four kinds
of gesture input can be performed in the second mode.
Namely, operations of starting an application as shown in
FIG. 3A, ending an application as shown in FIG. 3B, locking
the device as shown in FIG. 3C, and unlocking the device as
shown in FIG. 3D can be performed in the second mode.

Specifically, in the gesture shown in FIG. 3A, the user
makes a V-shape with two fingers (e.g., index and middle
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fingers) of one hand (makes a V-sign), places one of the
fingers (index finger) on the touch panel 14a and the other
finger (middle finger) on the touch panel 145, and slides the
fingers downward along the touch panels 144, 145 (or gently
rubs the surface of the touch panels 144, 145 in the downward
direction) by an amount larger than a threshold value (n). The
two fingers are simultancously moved in this operation
example. This operation is defined as a command to “start an
application.” For example, in the case where one or more
icons corresponding to applications are displayed on the dis-
play portion 13a, the application corresponding to the
selected icon is started by selecting the icon and then per-
forming this operation.

The gesture shown in FIG. 3B is similar to that of FIG. 3A
in the shape and movement of the fingers, but is different
therefrom in the direction of the movement of the fingers. In
the gesture of FIG. 3B, the user slides the fingers upward (in
the opposite direction from that of FIG. 3A) along the touch
panels 14a, 145 by an amount larger than the threshold value
(n). This operation is defined as a command to “‘end an appli-
cation.” For example, in the case where an application has
been started and the contents of the application are displayed
on the display portions 13a, 135, this application is started by
performing this operation.

In the gesture shown in FIG. 3C, the user makes a V-shape
with two fingers, and slides one of the fingers (thumb) upward
and the other finger (index finger) downward so that at least
one of the fingers is moved by an amount larger than the
threshold value (n). That is, in this operation example, the
touch positions of one of the fingers (thumb) and the other
finger (index finger) are moved in the opposite directions. The
operation as shown in FIG. 3C is defined as a command to
“lock the device” as an example of limiting the operation of
the information processor 10. For example, if this operation is
performed when the information processor 10 is able to
accept operations to applications, the information processor
10 is disabled to accept operations to applications (the infor-
mation processor 10 does not accept any operations other than
the operation of unlocking the device described below).

In the gesture shown in FIG. 3D, the user makes a V-shape
with two fingers, and slides one of the fingers (thumb) down-
ward and the other finger (index finger) upward so that at least
one of the fingers is moved by an amount larger than the
threshold value (n). In this operation example, each of the two
fingers is moved in the opposite direction from that of the
operation example of FIG. 3C. The operation shown in FIG.
3C is defined as a command to “unlock the device” as an
example of canceling the limitation of the operation of the
information processor 10. For example, if this operation is
performed when the information processor 10 is not able to
accept operations to applications, the information processor
10 is enabled to accept operations to applications.

The operation examples and their definitions shown in
FIGS. 3A to 3D are merely by way of example, and other
gestures may be used. The gestures may be otherwise defined
as appropriate according to required input commands.

For example, the user may make a narrow-angle V-shape
with two fingers (index and middle fingers), and after per-
forming a touch-on as shown in FIG. 3A, may move the two
fingers outward (away from each other) by an amount larger
than the threshold value. Alternatively, the user may make a
wide-angle V-shape with two fingers (index and middle fin-
gers), and after performing a touch-on, may move the two
fingers inward (toward each other) by an amount larger than
the threshold value. In this case, the former gesture may be
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defined as a command to “switch the application,” and the
latter gesture may be defined as a command to “switch the
page within the application.”

The operation examples of the gestures shown in FIGS. 3A
to 3D may be defined in a manner similar to that described
above, even if the two fingers are placed on the touch panels
14a, 145, and only one of the fingers is moved by more than
a predetermined amount (the threshold value) and the other
finger is moved by an amount equal to or less than the thresh-
old value. In other words, it may be determined that there has
been such a gesture, even if the touch panels 14a, 145 are
touched substantially simultaneously, and only one of the
fingers is moved by an amount larger than the threshold value.

The operation examples and the operation of the first
example embodiment will be described with reference to
FIGS. 110 3D and according to the flowcharts of FIGS. 4 and
5.

(Processing in First Mode)

First, the “first mode” will be described in which a normal
process is performed according to a predetermined gesture by
operating only the first touch panel 14a. In response to turn-
ing-on of the power switch, the information processor 21
starts the following processing based on various programs
stored in the program storage region 22e. That is, in step S1,
the storage regions 22a to 22d are initialized (cleared). In step
S2, a process of displaying the initial screen is performed.
This process is a process of, e.g., writing display data such as
an image or text of a menu, icons, etc. to be displayed on the
initial screen to the storage regions 22c¢, 22d, although the
process varies depending on the application program stored in
the program storage region 22e. The display data written in
the storage regions 22¢, 224 is displayed on the correspond-
ing display portions 13a, 134.

Then, itis determined in step S3 if there is any key input to
the operation portion 15. If there is no key input, it is deter-
mined in step S4 if there is a finger touch on the touch panel
14a. If there is no finger touch on the touch panel 14a, it is
determined in step S5 if a touch-off has occurred on the touch
panel 14a. In this case, ifa finger touch is lifted from the touch
panel 14q in step S4 after touch-on coordinates are stored (the
touch is maintained) in step S14 described below, it is deter-
mined that the touch-offhas occurred. It is determined in step
S6 if there is a finger touch on the touch panel 145. If there is
no fingertouch on the touch panel 145, it is determined in step
S7 if a touch-off has occurred on the touch panel 144. If there
is no input, the program returns to step S3 via step S11, and
waits for an input. That is, the program continues to wait for
akey operation or a touch on the touch panel 14a, 145, ifthere
is neither key operation nor touch on the touch panel 14a, 145
and if it is not immediately after the touch-offhas occurred on
the touch panel 14a, 1454.

If'thereis an input, for example, if any ofthe operation keys
15a to 15¢ in the operation portion 15 is depressed, it is
determined in step S3 that there is an input. A process of the
function corresponding to the depressed operation key is
performed in step S8. It is determined in step S9 if the hous-
ings 11a, 115 are in the folded state (that is, if the display
portions 13a, 135 are in the double-spread state) or not, based
on the output of the fold detection portion 25. Ifin the double-
spread state, “1” is written to a flag storing the double-spread
state (any one bit of the register R13) in step S10. If “1” has
been written to the folded-state flag, “0” is written to the
folded-state flag. It is determined in step S11 that the power
switch is not off, and then the program returns to step S3 and
waits for an input.

If'there is a touch on the touch panel 14a while the program
is waiting for an input in steps S3 to S7, it is determined in step
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S4 that there is a touch on the touch panel 14q. In step S12,
coordinate data (Xal,Yal) of the current finger touch position
on the touch panel 14a is stored in the registers R1, R2
(Xal—R1, Yal—R2). It is determined in step S13 if a touch-
on to the touch panel 14a has been started. If all the registers
temporarily storing the touch-on coordinates on the touch
panel 14a (R5, R6) are zero (Xa2=Ya2=0), it is determined
that the touch-on has been started. In response to detection of
the touch-on, the current coordinate data (Xal, Yal) stored in
the registers R1, R2 is written to the registers R5, R6
(Xal—R5, Yal—=R6), and is stored as coordinate data (Xa2,
Ya2) at the start of the touch-on.

Then, if it is determined in step S13 that the touch-on has
not been started, the program proceeds to step S15. If it is
determined in step S15 that there is no touch on the touch
panel 145, a process in the state where the touch is maintained
(a predetermined process on a display object, such as, e.g.,
scrolling the screen or moving a cursor) is performed as a
process of the first mode based on the operation of the single
touch panel 14a. Then, the program returns to step S3 via
steps S9 to S11, and waits for an input in steps S3 to S7.

As long as the user continues the operation of touching the
touch panel 14a, steps S3, S4, S12 to S16, and S9 to S11 are
repeated in a certain short cycle, so that the registers R1, R2
are updated with the coordinate data corresponding to the
current touch position.

If the user lifts the finger touch from the touch panel 14a
(the user lifts the finger touch from the touch panel 14q), a
touch-off is detected in step S5. In step S17, the current
coordinate data (Xal, Yal) stored in the registers R1, R2 is
written to the registers R9, R10 (Xal—R9, Yal—-R10), and is
stored as touch-off coordinates (Xa3, Ya3). In step S18, a
process for the touch-off (a process such as, e.g., stopping the
cursor, selecting a menu, or confirming selection of an icon)
is performed according to the operation of the single touch
panel 14a. The touch-on registers and the touch-off registers
(R5 to R8, R9 to R12) are cleared after a certain period of
time. Then, it is determined in step S6 that there is no finger
touch on the touch panel 145, and the program returns to wait
for an input in steps S7, S11, S3 to S6.

On the other hand, if the user has touched the touch panel
145 with a finger, a normal (first mode) process based on the
operation (or input) of the touch panel 144 is performed. That
is, when the program waits for an input in steps S3 to S7, it is
determined in step S6 that there is a finger touch on the touch
panel 145, and the process of steps S19 to S22 is performed.
The process of steps S19 to S22 is similar to that of steps S12
to S14 except that current coordinate data (Xb1, Yb1) on the
touch panel 145 are written to the corresponding registers R3,
R4 (Xb1—+R3,Ybl—=R4), and that in response to detection of
the start of a touch-on, the current coordinate data (Xb1,Yb1)
is written to the registers R7, R8 (Xb1—+R7,Yb1—R8) and is
stored as touch-on coordinates (Xb2,Yb2). Then, in step S22,
aprocess of the first mode based on the operation of the single
touch panel 145 (e.g., a process in response to a normal touch
input) is performed in a manner similar to that of step S16.

If the user lifts the finger from the touch panel 1454 to
perform a touch-off (lifts the finger touch), it is determined in
step S7 that a touch-off has occurred on the touch panel 145,
and a process for the touch-off from the touch panel 145 is
performed in steps S23, S24. The process in steps S23, S24 is
similar to that in steps S17, S18 for the touch-off from the
touch panel 14a except that in response to detection of the
touch-off from the touch panel 145, the current coordinate
data (Xb1,Yb1) is written to the corresponding registers R11,
R12 (Xb1—R11, Yb1—=R12) and is thus stored as touch-off
coordinate data (Xb3,Yb3).
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As described above, a normal process is performed as the
first mode when only the touch panel 14 or 1454 is operated.

(Processing of Second Mode)

In the second mode, the user substantially simultaneously
touches the touch panels 14a, 145 with two fingers as shown
in any of FIGS. 3A to 3D as a gesture substantially simulta-
neously using the touch panels 14a, 14b. Steps S25to S27 and
S30 are performed according to this operation. Step S30 is
specifically implemented by a special mode based on the
simultaneous operation of the touch panels 14a, 145, as
shown in the subroutine of FIG. 5.

This prevents an unintended operation from being per-
formed in the normal mode due to an erroneous operation by
the user.

For example, referring to FIG. 3A, the user performs the
following operation in order to input a command to “start an
application.” The user first makes a V-shape with two fingers,
namely the index finger and the middle finger, and touches the
touch panel 14a with the tip of one of the fingers and the touch
panel 145 with the tip of the other finger. From this state, the
user moves both fingers downward by an amount larger than
the threshold value (n). In other words, the user starts a
touch-on at a position shown by two-dot chain line, and
moves the fingers in a direction toward a position shown by
solid line.

In this operation state, a process based on the input to the
touch panel 14a is performed in steps S4, S12 to S14,
whereby current coordinate data on the touch panel 14a is
written to the registers R1, R2 (Xal—R1, Yal—R2), and
current coordinate data at the start of the touch-on is written to
the registers R5, R6 (Xal—RS5, Yal—=R6), and is stored as
touch-on coordinates (Xa2, Ya2). If it is determined in step
S15 that there is a finger touch on the touch panel 145 as well,
it is determined that the operation mode is the second mode,
and the process of the “second mode” is selected in order to
perform steps S25 to S27, S30.

That is, in step S25, current coordinate data (Xb1, Yb1) on
the touch panel 145 is stored in the registers R3, R4. It is
determined in step S26 if a touch-on to the touch panel 145
has been started. The touch-on is detected when all the coor-
dinate data stored in the registers R7, R8 is zero
(Xb2=YDb2=0). If the touch-on is detected, the current coor-
dinate data (Xb1, Yb1) on the touch panel 145 is written to the
registers R7, R8 (Xb1—R7, Yb1—R8), and is stored as
touch-on coordinates (Xb2,Yb2). Instep S30, a process of the
subroutine of the second mode based on the simultaneous
operation of the touch panels 14a, 145 is performed in step
S30.

Referring to FIG. 5, after it is determined in step S31 that
the double-spread state flag is “1,” it is determined in step S32
if one finger on the touch panel 144 has been moved by an
amount larger than the threshold value (n), and the other
finger on the touch panel 145 has been moved by an amount
larger than the threshold value (n). This process is a process of
comparing the current coordinate data (Xal, Yal) on the
touch panel 14a stored in the registers R1, R2 with the touch-
on coordinate data (Xa2, Ya2) stored in the registers R5, R6 to
obtain the amount of movement of the one finger (Xal-Xa2,
Yal-Ya2), and at the same time comparing the current coor-
dinate data (Xb1, Yb1) on the touch panel 145 stored in the
registers R3, R4 with the touch-on coordinate data (Xb2,
Yb2) stored in the registers R7, R8 to obtain the amount of
movement of the one finger (Xb1-Xb2, Yb1-Yb2). It is then
determined if the amount of movement on each touch panel
14a, 14b has exceeded the threshold value (n). At this time,
the moving direction of each finger on each touch panel 14a,
1454 is obtained based on the direction (the direction of a
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vector) from the coordinate position at the start of the touch-
on (a first time) to the coordinate position at the time the
amount of movement has exceeded the threshold value (n) (a
second time). Information on the moving direction of each
finger on each touch panel 14a, 145 is used in the process of
steps S33, S34, S36, S38, S40, S42.

Whether the amount of movement of each finger on each
touch panel 14a, 145 has exceeded the threshold value (n) or
not is detected in order to regard the touch panels 14a, 145 as
having been erroneously simultaneously operated (erroneous
operation), when the amount of movement on each touch
panel 14a, 145 is less than the threshold value (a predeter-
mined length), and thus to reliably detect that the user has
consciously made a special gesture.

It is determined in step S33 if both fingers on the touch
panels 14a, 145 have been substantially simultaneously
moved substantially parallel to each other in the Y-axis (ver-
tical in FIG. 1) direction. If it is determined in step S33 that
both fingers are moved parallel to each other in the Y-axis
direction, it is judged (or determined) in step S34 that the
operation performed by the user is the operation of moving
both fingers downward. In step S35, e.g., a command to “start
an application” is executed as a first specific process defined
for the operation shown in FIG. 3A. Then, the program
returns to the main routine.

In the above description, the command to “start an appli-
cation” is described in connection with the process of the
second mode. However, in common usage, the common to
“start an application” is executed before the process of the
first mode.

As shown in FIG. 3B, if the user moves the two fingers
upward of the touch-on start position by an amount larger
than the threshold value (n), it is determined in step S34 via
steps S31 to S33 that the operation performed by the user is
not the operation of moving both fingers downward. Then, the
program proceeds to step S36. It is determined in step S36
that the operation performed by the user is the operation of
moving both fingers upward. In step S37, e.g., a command to
“end an application” is executed as a second specific process
defined for the operation shown in FIG. 3B. Then, the pro-
gram returns to the main routine.

As shown in FIG. 3C, if the user moves one of the two
fingers upward and the other finger downward each by an
amount larger than the threshold value (n), it is determined in
step S36 via steps S31 to S34 that the operation performed by
the user is not the operation of moving both fingers upward. It
is determined in step S38 that the operation performed by the
user is the operation of moving one of the fingers upward and
the other finger downward. In step S39, e.g., a command to
“lock the device” is executed as a third specific process
defined for the operation shown in FIG. 3B. Then, the pro-
gram returns to the main routine.

As shown in FIG. 3D, if the user moves one of the two
fingers downward and the other finger upward each by an
amount larger than the threshold value (n), it is determined in
step S38 via steps S31 to S34, S36 that the operation per-
formed by the user is not the operation of moving one of the
fingers upward and the other finger downward. It is deter-
mined in step S40 that the operation performed by the user is
the operation of moving one of the fingers downward and the
other finger upward. In step S41, e.g., a command to “unlock
the device” is executed as a fourth specific process. Then, the
program returns to the main routine.

Inthe gestures of FIGS. 3C and 3D, the movement traces of
the two fingers have an arc shape, and thus to be exact, are not
parallel to each other. However, a certain degree of latitude is
allowed in making a determination in step S33.
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As other examples of the gestures made with two fingers
shown in FIGS. 3A to 3D, the user can make a V-shape with
the index finger and the middle finger, and move the two
fingers toward each other (reduce the distance between the
two fingers) or move the two fingers away from each other
(increase the distance between the two fingers). In this case,
the following process is performed. It is determined in step
S33 that the operation performed by the user is not the opera-
tion of moving the fingers parallel to each other in the Y-axis
direction on the touch panels 144, 145. Itis determined in step
S42 that the operation performed by the user is the operation
of moving the fingers parallel to each other in the X-axis
(lateral) direction on the touch panels 14a, 145. In step S43,
e.g., acommand to “perform a process such as switching the
page, file” is executed as a fifth specific process. Then, the
program returns to the main routine to perform a process of
the main routine.

Ifit is determined in step S42 that the operation performed
by the user is not the operation of moving the fingers parallel
to each other in the X-axis direction on the touch panels 14a,
1454, other process is performed in step S44, and then the
program returns to the main routine. Ifit is determined in step
S31 that the touch panels 14a, 145 are not in the double-
spread state, or if it is determined in step S32 that the amount
of movement of each finger is not larger than the threshold
value (n), the program returns to the main routine. If it is
determined in step S40 that the operation performed by the
user is not the operation of moving one finger downward on
the touch panel 14a and the other finger upward on the touch
panel 145, the program returns to the main routine.

If it is determined in step S11 that the operation of turning
off the power switch (e.g., press and hold) has been per-
formed, the power is turned off in step S28, and the series of
operations are terminated.

As described above, in the first example embodiment, the
functions are defined according to the combination of the
directions in which the fingers are moved on the two touch
panels 14a, 145. Thus, the first example embodiment is
advantageous in that various gestures can be detected, and the
number of types of specific process can be increased.

As another example of the conditions for detecting a spe-
cial operation, it may be detected that after a simultaneous
touch-on of two fingers, only one of the fingers has been
moved by an amount larger than the threshold value (n). In
this case, as the process of step S32, it is detected that the
amount of movement of the finger on one of the touch panels
14a, 145 is larger than the threshold value (n).

Second Example Embodiment

Referring to FIG. 6, the information processor 10 is con-
figured so as to be foldable outward so that the housings 11a,
115 face outward (i.e., so as to be rotatable by 360 degrees
from the closed state). This configuration allows an input
operation to be performed on both sides. In the folded state,
the display portion 13a and the touch panel 144 are placed on
the front surface (the front side), and the display portion 136
and the touch panel 145 are placed on the back surface (the
back side). Since the touch panels 14a, 145 are placed close to
each other on the front and back sides, the touch panels 14a,
145 can be substantially simultaneously operated with, e.g.,
the thumb and the index finger. The touch panels 14a, 145 are
placed so as to at least partially overlap each other as viewed
in a direction perpendicular to the surfaces of the touch panels
14a, 145.

In this case, regarding the parts that are mounted on the
housing 115 on the back side, the display portion 135 may be
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omitted, and a touch pad may be mounted instead of the touch
panel 145. That is, if the display portion 13« and the touch
panel 14a are mounted on one housing 11a, only a touch pad
may be mounted on the other housing 115. The fold detection
portion 25 can detect a folded state in which both the housings
11a, 115 face outward.

The coordinates on the touch panel 14a are selected as
follows. The X-axis extends in the lateral direction, the Y-axis
extends in the vertical direction, and the origin (Xa=0, Ya=0)
is located at the lower left corner. A value on the X-axis
increases in the rightward direction, and a value on the Y-axis
increases in the upward direction. The touch panel 145 is
similar to the touch panel 144 in that the X-axis extends in the
lateral direction, the Y-axis extends in the vertical direction,
and a value on the Y-axis increases in the upward direction.

Inorder to simplify processing, the origin (Xb=0, Yb=0) on
the touch panel 145 is selected at a position similar to the
coordinate position of the origin of the touch panel 14a as
viewed from the surface of the touch panel 14a (vertical
surface of the touch panel 14a). Thus, the origin (Xb=0,
Yb=0) is located at the lower right corner as viewed from the
back side, and a value on the X-axis increases in the leftward
direction. Thatis, the coordinate positions in the X-axis direc-
tion on the touch panels 14a, 145 are located symmetrically
with respect to the central axis along which the information
processor 10 is folded.

As a modification of the second example embodiment, the
information processor 10 may be formed by a single housing
main body, the display portion 13« and the touch panel 14a
may be mounted on one principal surface of the housing main
body, and a touch pad may be mounted on the other principal
surface of the housing main body. In this case, the fold detec-
tion portion 25 is not necessary.

In the case where the information processor 10 is formed
by a single housing main body, the housing main body may
have a large thickness, and a touch pad may be mounted on a
side surface thereof. The touch panel 14a may be mounted on
the front surface, and the touch pad may be mounted on three
surfaces, namely the back surface and two side surfaces.

The information processor 10 configured as described
above is suitable for applications of mobile phones, electronic
books, etc.

Gestures shown in FIGS. 7A to 7D are gesture operation
examples using the information processor 10 configured as in
the second example embodiment. Specifically, FIG. 7A cor-
responds to FIG. 3A, and a command is entered by moving
two fingers (thumb and index finger) downward (in the ver-
tical or Y-axis direction). FIG. 7B corresponds to FIG. 3B,
and a command is entered by moving two fingers upward.
That is, in FIGS. 7A and 7B, the user slides two fingers in the
same direction.

FIG.7C corresponds to FIG. 3C, and a command is entered
by moving one finger (thumb) upward and the other finger
(index or middle finger) downward. FIG. 7D corresponds to
FIG. 3D, and a command is entered by moving one finger
(thumb) downward and the other finger (index or middle
finger) upward. That is, in FIGS. 7C and 7D, the user slides
two fingers in the opposite directions by moving the fingers as
if he/she snaps the fingers.

In FIG. 7E, a command is entered by moving two fingers
(thumb and index finger) in the lateral direction (the X-axis
direction) of the housing main body 11. In FIG. 7F, a com-
mand is entered by moving (sliding) only one finger (thumb)
with the other finger (index finger) being substantially fixed.

The gestures shown in FIGS. 7A to 7F may be effective
when made in a specific region as viewed in a direction
perpendicular to the touch surfaces of the touch panels 14a,
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14b. For example, if two fingers are slid in the opposite
directions in FIGS. 7C and 7D, the gesture may be effective
only if both fingers are slid in the specific region, and the
gesture may be ineffective if one of the fingers is slid in a
region outside the specific region.

The information processor 10 is configured as shown in the
block diagram of FIG. 2, and the flowchart of the information
processor 10 is substantially similar to that of FIGS. 4 and 5
except for a partially change. In the following description,
since the first mode (the normal mode) is common to the first
and second example embodiments, description thereof will
be omitted, and an operation associated with the gesture
operation examples of FIGS. 7A to 7F in the second mode
(the special mode), and an operation of a part changed in order
to process the gesture inputs of FIGS. 7A to 7F will be
described in detail below.

Prior to the gesture input operations of FIGS. 7A to 7F, the
housing 115 is rotated about a support shaft by about 360
degrees with respect to the housing 11a, so that the display
portion 13a and the touch panel 14a form the front surface
(the front side) and the surface of the housing 115 which have
the touch panel 145 mounted thereon forms the back surface
(the back side). If the power switch is turned on in this state,
it is determined in step S9 via steps S1, S2, S3, S8 of FIG. 4
(the main routine) that the information processor 10 is in the
outward folded state. After “1” is written to the folded-state
flag in step S29, the program returns to step S3 via step S11,
and waits for an input in steps S3 to S7. At this time, if “1” has
been written to the double-spread state flag, “0” is written to
the double-spread state flag.

If the user wishes to enter a command to execute the first
specific process (e.g., start an application) while the program
is waiting for an input, the user makes a C-shape (or U-shape)
with two fingers (e.g., thumb and index finger) of one hand,
touches the touch panel 144 with one finger (thumb) and the
touch panel 145 (or the touch pad) with the other finger (index
finger), and slides the two fingers downward by an amount
larger than the threshold value (n) while holding the informa-
tion processor between the two fingers, as shown in FIG. 7A.

In response to this input, the subroutine process (FIG. 5)
based on substantially simultaneous operation of the touch
panels 14a, 145 is performed in step S30 via steps S4, S12 to
S15, S25 to S27 in FIG. 4. That is, in step S31 of FIG. 5, it is
determined “if the folded-state flag is ‘1°” in the second
example embodiment, instead of “if the double-spread state
flagis <1°” in the first example embodiment. Ifit is determined
that the folded-state flag is “1,” it is determined in step S32 if
the amount of movement has exceeded the threshold value
(n). If the amount of movement has not exceeded the thresh-
old value (n), the program returns to the main routine, and
repeats steps S3, S4, S12 to S15, S25 to S27, S30 (S31, S32)
until the amount of movement exceeds the threshold value
(n).

If it is determined that the amount of movement has
exceeded the threshold value (n), it is determined in step S33
if both fingers on the touch panels 14a, 145 have been sub-
stantially simultaneously moved parallel to each other in the
Y-axis direction. If the parallel movement in the Y-axis direc-
tion is detected, it is determined in step S34 that both of the
operation directions on the touch panels 14a, 1456 are down-
ward. Then, the first specific process (e.g., “start an applica-
tion”) is executed in step S35.

Since the processes corresponding to these steps are
described in detail in the corresponding steps of the first
example embodiment, description thereof will be omitted.

Iftheuser wishes to enter a command to execute the second
specific process (e.g., “end an application™), the user per-
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forms an upward slide operation in the same direction by
sliding the two fingers upward (the direction opposite to FIG.
7A) by an amount larger than the threshold value (n), as
shown in FIG. 7B.

In response to this input, the subroutine process based on
substantially simultaneous operation of the touch panels 144,
145 is performed in step S30 via steps S4, S12 to S15, S25 to
S27 in FIG. 4.

Specifically, it is determined in step S31 if the folded-state
flag is “1.” It is determined in step S32 that the amount of
movement has exceeded the threshold value (n). It is deter-
mined in step S33 that the operation performed by the user is
parallel movement in the Y-axis direction. It is determined in
step S34 that neither of the operation directions on the touch
panels 14a, 145 is downward. It is determined in step S36 that
both of the operation directions on the touch panels 14a, 145
are upward. Then, the second specific process (e.g., “end an
application”) is executed in step S35.

If the user wishes to enter a command to execute the third
specific process (e.g., “lock the device” as an example of
limiting the operation of the information processor 10), the
user performs a slide operation in the opposite directions by
sliding one finger (thumb) upward and the other finger (index
finger) downward each by an amount larger than the threshold
value (n), as shown in FIG. 7C.

In response to this input, it is determined in step S38 via
steps S4, S12 to S15, S25 to S27 in FIG. 4 and steps S31 to
S34, S36 in FIG. 5 that the operation direction on the touch
panel 14a is upward and the operation direction on the touch
panel 145 is downward (the slide operation in the opposite
directions). Then, the third specific process (e.g., “lock the
device”) is executed in step S39.

If'the user wishes to enter a command to execute the fourth
specific process (e.g., “unlock the device” as an example of
canceling the limitation of the operation of the information
processor 10), the user performs a slide operation in the
opposite directions by sliding one finger (thumb) downward
and the other finger (index finger) upward each by an amount
larger than the threshold value (n), as shown in FIG. 7D.

In response to this input, it is determined in step S40 via
steps S4, S12 to S15, S25 to S27 in FIG. 4 and steps S31 to
S34, S36, S38 that the operation direction on the touch panel
14a is downward and the operation direction on the touch
panel 145 is upward (the slide operation in the opposite direc-
tions). Then, the fourth specific process (e.g., “unlock the
device”) is executed in step S41.

If the user wishes to enter a command to execute the fifth
specific process (e.g., “switch the page, file, etc.” as an
example of switching a display object displayed on the infor-
mation processor 10), the user slides one (thumb) on the touch
panel 14a and the other finger (index finger) on the touch
panel 145 parallel to each other in the X-axis (lateral) direc-
tion by an amount larger than the threshold value (n) while
holding the information processor 10 between the fingers, as
shown in FIG. 7E.

In response to this input, it is determined in step S42 via
steps S4, S12 to S15, S25 to S27 in FIG. 4 and steps S31 to
S33 that the operation directions on the touch panels 14a, 145
are parallel to each other in the Y-axis direction. Then, the fifth
specific process (e.g., “switch the page or file”) is executed in
step S43.

Thereafter or after steps S35, S37, S39, S41, the program
returns to the main routine. If it is determined in step S42 that
the operation directions on the touch panels 14a, 145 are not
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the X-axis direction, another process is performed in step
S44, and then the program returns to the main routine.

Third Example Embodiment

The processes of detecting and determining the gesture
input operations shown in FIGS. 7A to 7D, 7F can be per-
formed by a processing method other than the flowcharts of
FIGS. 4 and 5.

The operation in this processing method (e.g., it is deter-
mined by using a difference calculation unit if the operation
performed by the user is a slide operation in the same direc-
tion or a slide operation in the opposite directions) will be
described with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 8. Accord-
ingly, the computer functions as the differential calculation
unit.

The third example embodiment will be described with
respectto an example in which the third example embodiment
has a configuration similar to the second example embodi-
ment. The portions common to or corresponding to the flow-
charts of FIGS. 4 and 5 will be briefly described, and the
corresponding step numbers of the first example embodiment
will be shown in parentheses in the following description.

In step S51, the storage regions 22a to 224 are initialized (a
process similar to S1; the same applies to the following step
numbers in parentheses). The initial screen is displayed in
step S52 (S2).

It is determined in step S53 if there is a touch on the touch
panel 14q. If it is determined that there is a touch on the touch
panel 14a, coordinates of the current touch position on the
touch panel 14a are stored in the registers R1, R2 in step S54
(812). In step S55, if the touch on the touch panel 14« is the
start of a touch-on, touch-on coordinates are stored in the
registers R5, R6 (S13, S14). In step S56, if the touch is lifted
from the touch panel 14a, touch-off coordinates are stored in
the registers R9, R10 in step S56 (S5, S17). The amount of
movement (or the distance) of the operation on the touch
panel 14aq is calculated in step S57. This amount of movement
is calculated by obtaining the difference (the distance)
between the touch-on coordinates and the coordinates of the
current touch position (or the touch-off coordinates) on the
touch panel 14a.

If it is determined in step S53 that there is no touch on the
touch panel 14q, the program proceeds to step S58 described
below.

Itis determined in step S58 that there is a touch on the touch
panel 145. If it is determined that there is a touch on the touch
panel 145, coordinates of the current touch (or operation)
position on the touch panel 145 are stored in the registers R3,
R4 in step S59 (S6, S19). In step S60, if the touch on the touch
panel 145 is the start of a touch-on, touch-on coordinates are
stored in the registers R7, R8 (820, S21). In step S61, if the
touch is lifted from the touch panel 145, touch-off coordinates
are stored in the registers R11, R12 (87, S23). The amount of
movement of the operation on the touch panel 145 is calcu-
lated in step S62. This amount of movement is calculated by
obtaining an absolute value of the difference between the
touch-on coordinates and the coordinates of the current touch
position (or the touch-off coordinates) on the touch panel 145.

If it is determined in step S58 that there is no touch on the
touch panel 145, the program proceeds to step S81 described
below.

It is determined in step S63 if the amount of movement on
one of the touch panels 14a, 145 has exceeded the threshold
value (n). The program waits in step S63 until the amount of
movement larger than the threshold value (n) is detected. If
the amount of movement on one of the ouch panels 14a, 145
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has exceeded the threshold value (n), a difference calculation
process, namely a process of determining if the operation
performed on the touch panels 144, 145 is the slide operation
in the same direction or the slide operation in the opposite
directions, is performed in steps S64 to S66, S73. The pro-
gram may return to step S53 if the amount of movement does
not exceed the threshold value (n) even after a wait for a
certain period of time in step S63.

Specifically, at the time the amount of movement on at least
one of the touch panels 144, 145 has exceeded the threshold
value (n) (the second time), the difference (d2-d1) between
the distance (d2) between the current positions on the touch
panels 14a, 145 at the second time and the distance (d1)
between the positions on the touch panels 14a, 145 at the start
of the touch-on (the first time) is calculated in step S64. It is
determined in step S65 if the absolute value of the difference
(d2—-d1) has exceeded a predetermined value (m). If the abso-
lute value of the difference (d2—d1) is equal to or less than the
predetermined value (m), it is determined in step S66 that the
operation performed by the user is the slide operation in the
same direction.

That is, if the difference does not increase from the start of
the touch-on, the difference between d2 and d1 remains sub-
stantially the same, and therefore it is determined that the
operation performed by the user is a slide operation in the
same direction (FIG. 7A or 7B). It is determined in step S67
if the difference (al-a2) between the Y-coordinate position
(al) at the start of the touch-on to the touch panel 14a and the
Y-coordinate position (a2) at the time the amount of move-
ment has exceeded the threshold value (n) is smaller than O
(zero). If it is determined that the difference is equal to or
larger than 0, it is determined in step S68 that the operation
performed by the user is a downward slide operation on both
touch panels 14a, 145. Thus, the gesture operation shown in
FIG. 7A is detected. Then, the first specific process (e.g.,
“start an application”) is executed in step S69.

Thereafter, it is determined in step S70 if a touch-off has
occurred on both touch panels 14a, 145. If no touch-off is
detected, the program returns to step S53.

If it is determined in step S67 that the difference (al-a2) is
smaller than 0, it is determined in step S71 that the operation
performed by the user is an upward slide operation on both
touch panels 14a, 145. Thus, the gesture operation shown in
FIG. 7B is detected. Then, the second specific process (e.g.,
“end an application”) is executed in step S72.

It is determined in step S70 if a touch-off has occurred on
both touch panels 14a, 145. If no touch-off is detected, the
program returns to step S53.

If it is determined in step S65 that the absolute value of the
difference (d2-d1) is larger than the predetermined value (m),
it is determined in step S73 that the operation performed by
the user is a slide operation in the opposite directions (FIG.
7C or 7D). More specifically, if the difference (d2-d1) is a
positive value (d1 is smaller), it is determined that the opera-
tion performed by the user is a slide operation in the opposite
directions. That s, in this case, it is determined that the fingers
were placed at substantially the same touch-on position on the
front and back sides and have been slid away from each other
in the opposite directions from as the main body is viewed
from the front.

If the difference (d2-d1) is a negative value (d1 is larger),
it is determined that the operation performed by the user is a
slide operation in the opposite directions. That is, in this case,
it is determined that the fingers were placed at the touch-on
positions far from each other on the front and back sides and
have been slide toward each other (or toward each other and
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then away from each other in the opposite directions) as the
main body is viewed from the front.

It is determined in step S74 that the difference (al-a2)
between the Y-coordinate position (al) at the start of the
touch-on to the touch panel 14a and the Y-coordinate position
(a2) at the time the amount of movement on the touch panel
14a has exceeded the threshold value (n) is smaller than O, or
if the difference (b1-b2) between the Y-coordinate position
(b1) at the start of the touch-on to the touch panel 145 and the
Y-coordinate position (b2) at the time the amount of move-
ment on the touch panel 145 has exceeded the threshold value
(n) is larger than 0. If (al-a2) is smaller than O or if (b1-b2)
is larger than 0, it is determined in step S75 that the operation
performed by the user is an upward operation on the touch
panel 14a and a downward operation on the touch panel 145.
Thus, the gesture operation shown in FIG. 7C is detected.
Then, the third specific process (e.g., “lock the device”) is
executed in step S76.

In the following step S70, it is determined if a touch-offhas
occurred on both touch panels 14a, 145. If no touch-off is
detected, the program returns to step S53.

Ifit is determined in step S74 that the difference (al-a2)is
larger than O or the difference (b1-b2) is smaller than 0, it is
determined in step S77 that the operation performed by the
user is a downward operation on the touch panel 14a and an
upward operation on the touch panel 145. Thus, the gesture
operation shown in FIG. 7D is detected. Then, the fourth
specific process (e.g., “unlock the device™) is executed in step
S78.

In the following step S70, it is determined if a touch-offhas
occurred on both touch panels 14a, 145. If no touch-off is
detected, the program returns to step S53.

If'the touch-offis detected on both touch panels 14a, 145 in
step S70, the program waits for a certain period of time in step
S79. After the certain period of time, each register in the
register storage region 22q is cleared in step S80. Steps S79
and S80 are performed in order to prepare for the subsequent
input by clearing each register after the certain period of time
(slightly longer than the time required for steps S69, S72,
876, S78) has passed since the input operation to the touch
panels 14a, 145 was eliminated.

Then, it is determined in step S81 if there is a command to
end an application. If no command is detected, the program
returns to step S53. If the command is detected, the series of
operations is terminated.

In steps S64 to 66, S73, whether the operation performed
by the user is a slide operation in the opposite directions or a
slide operation in the same direction is determined by calcu-
lating the difference (d2-dl) between the distance (d2)
between the positions on the touch panels 14a, 145 at the time
the amount of movement on one of the touch panels 14a, 145
has exceeded the threshold value and the distance (d1)
between the positions on the touch panels 14a, 145 at the start
of the touch-on.

However, as shown in FIG. 7F, it may be detected that only
one of the fingers (e.g., only the thumb on the front side) has
been slid (or moved) by a distance larger than the threshold
value with the other finger (the index or middle finger on the
back side) being fixed.

As in the third example embodiment, by detecting in the
difference calculation (d2-d1) process if the operation per-
formed by the user is a slide operation in the same direction or
a slide operation in the opposite directions, it can be reliably
determined if the gesture input operation is the operation of
FIG. 7A, 7B or the operation of FIG. 7C, 7D, even if a small
value is selected as the predetermined value (m).
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As a modification of the third example embodiment, an
angle calculation process as shown in FIG. 9 may be used
instead of steps S64 to S66, S73 in FIG. 8.

That is, after step S63 in FIG. 8, a process of calculating an
angle between the vector of the moving direction on the touch
panel 14a (11) and the vector of the moving direction on the
touch panel 145 (12) is performed in step S91. For example, an
angle 0 at the intersection between the vectors 11, 12 is calcu-
lated, where “11” represents the moving direction (vector) of
a straight line connecting the touch-on starting point coordi-
nates on the touch panel 14a and the coordinates at the time
the amount of movement has exceeded the threshold value (n)
on the touch panel 144, and “12” represents the moving direc-
tion (vector) of the straight line connecting the touch-on
starting point coordinates on the touch panel 145 and the
coordinates at the time the amount of movement has exceeded
the threshold value (n) on the touch panel 144.

In step S92, it is determined from the angle calculation
result if the angle is within a predetermined range (e.g., =120
to 240 degrees). In the case of the slide operation in the same
direction, the angle is substantially 0. Thus, if the angle is not
within the predetermined range, it is determined in step S93
that the operation performed by the user is a slide operation in
the same direction, and the program proceeds to step S67.

On the other hand, if it is determined in step S92 that the
angle is within the predetermined range, it is determined in
step S94 that the operation performed by the user is a slide
operation in the opposite directions, and the program pro-
ceeds to step S74. Since step S67 or S74 and the subsequent
processes are similar to those described with reference to
FIG. 8, description thereof will be omitted.

Thus, by calculating the angle between the moving direc-
tion (11) on the touch panel 144 and the moving direction (12)
on the touch panel 1454, it can be reliably determined that the
operation performed by the user is a slide operation in the
opposite directions.

The gesture operation examples of FIGS. 7A to 7F are
described above with respect to an example in which the
gesture input operation is performed by using the entire dis-
play region of the display portion 13a.

However, the display portion 13a may be divided into a
plurality of display regions as viewed in the direction perpen-
dicular to the display portion 13a. In this case, the step of
detecting the display region that has received a gesture input
may be added, and the type of gesture input operation may be
determined based on the combination of the detected gesture
type the detected display region.

This is advantageous in that the number of types of pro-
cesses capable of defining the same gesture can be increased.

Fourth Example Embodiment

A further example embodiment will be described with
reference to FIG. 10. In this example embodiment, an infor-
mation processor 30 is configured so that a display portion
33a and a touch panel 34a are provided on one principal
surface (the front side shown in the figure) of one housing
mainbody 31, and a display portion 335 and a touch panel 345
are provided on the other principal surface (the back side)
thereof. This information processor 30 is similar to that of
FIG. 6 in that an input operation can be performed on both
sides, but is different therefrom in that the information pro-
cessor 30 is not foldable. It is to be understood that the display
portion 3356 on the back side may be omitted, and a touch pad
may be used instead of the touch panel 344.

The display screen of the display portion 33¢ is divided
into a lower taskbar display region 354 that is long in the
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lateral direction, and the remaining display region 35b. The
taskbar display region 35qa is divided into a plurality of
regions as icon display regions 351 to 354 that display icons
of'installed application programs. The display region 355 is a
region used as a display region when executing an application
program. A central portion of the display region 355 is
defined as an active region 35¢ that allows a selected icon to
be started when moved thereto.

This example embodiment is an example in which one of
the icon display regions 351 to 354 displayed in the taskbar
display region 35a is selected to select an application to be
started. In other words, this example embodiment is a modi-
fication of the slide operation in the same direction shown in
FIG. 7B, and different processes can be performed in view of
touch-on coordinates and touch-off coordinates.

In order to start an application, the user touches one of the
icon display regions 351 to 354 with one finger (thumb),
touches the touch panel 345 on the back side with the other
finger (index finger), and moves the selected icon to the active
region 35¢ while holding the information processor 30
between the fingers.

The operation of this example embodiment is performed
by the main routine of FIG. 4 and a subroutine of FIG. 11
instead of FIG. 5. That is, in step S2 of FIG. 4, as a process of
displaying the initial screen, a taskbar is displayed on the
taskbar display region 35a, and a plurality of available icons
are displayed on the icon display regions 351 to 354. If only
the touch panel 34q is operated as a normal operation, steps
S4, S12 to S16 (steps S5, S17, S18 as necessary) are per-
formed as the process of the first mode. If only the touch panel
3456 is operated, steps S6, S19 to S22 (steps S7, S23, S24 as
necessary) are performed.

In steps S4, S5, S12 to S14, S16 to S18, S30, the process on
the “touch panel 14a” is executed as a process on the “touch
panel 34a.” In steps S6, S15, S19 to S22, S25 to S27, S30, the
process on the “touch panel 145 is executed as a process on
the “touch panel 3454.”

Ifitis determined in step S15 that the operation mode is the
second mode inresponse to substantially simultaneous opera-
tion of the touch panels 34a, 345, the subroutine based on the
substantially simultaneous operation of the touch panels 34aq,
345 is executed in step S30 according to the flow of FIG. 11
as described below.

Specifically, it is determined in step S101 if the coordinate
position of the finger touching the touch panel 34a is located
in the taskbar display region 35a. If one finger (thumb) of the
user is touching the taskbar display region 35aq, it is deter-
mined in step S102 if the icon display region 351 has been
selected or not. If it is determined that the selected icon
display region is not the icon display region 351, it is sequen-
tially determined in steps S103 to S105 which of the icon
display regions 352 to 354 has been selected.

For example, as shown in FIG. 10, if the user selects the
icon display region 354 with the thumb and touches the touch
panel 345 with the index finger, and moves the selected icon
to the active region 35¢ by sliding the finger, steps S105, S106
are performed. That is, it is determined in step S105 that the
icon corresponding to the icon display region 354 has been
selected. It is determined in step S106 if the icon correspond-
ing to the icon display region 354 has been moved to the active
region 35¢, and the program waits in steps S105, S106 until
the icon is moved to the active region 35¢. If it is detected that
the icon has been moved to the active region 35¢, a command
to start the icon corresponding to the icon display region 354
is detected. In step S107, application 4 of the icon correspond-
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ing to the icon display region 354 is selected and the program
of application 4 is started as an example of a sixth specific
process.

Similarly, if the icon display region 351 is selected and the
corresponding icon is moved to the active region 35¢, steps
S102, S108, S109 are performed, and the program of appli-
cation 1 corresponding to the icon is started as an example of
a seventh specific process.

If the icon display region 352 (or 353) is selected and the
corresponding icon is moved to the active region 35¢, steps
S103, 5110, 5111 (or S104, S112, S113) are performed, and a
program of application 2 (or 3) corresponding to the icon is
started as an example of an eighth (or ninth) specific process.

If it is determined in step S101 that the coordinates on the
touch panel 14a are not located in the taskbar region 354, or
ifitis determined in step S105 that the icon display region 354
has not been selected, another process is performed in step
S114, and then the program returns to the main routine. The
application is ended by the gesture descried with reference to
FIG. 7B and the process performed in response to the gesture.

As described above, in the fourth example embodiment, a
plurality of applications are selected and started as the second
mode. In this case, the operation on the touch panels 34a, 345
is different from the input operation (gesture) on only one of
the touch panels 34a, 345, which is an operation method for
normal intended use of each application. This can reliably
prevent an unintended operation of the information processor
30 even if the user performs an erroneous operation.

The fourth example embodiment is suitable for use in
applications in which the information processor 30 is used as
an electronic book, and the titles of a plurality of books are
displayed on the icon display regions. In the case where the
information processor 30 is a mobile phone, the user can read
adesired book by accessing an informational website with the
mobile phone, downloading electronic data (text data and
image data) of the desired book, and displaying the down-
loaded electronic data on the display portion 33a of the
mobile phone. In this case, selection of an application corre-
sponds to selection of the title of a book, and start of the
application corresponds to start of reading. Thus, the two
operations, namely selection of the application and start of the
application (start of reading), can be implemented by a simple
input operation using a single gesture as shown in FIG. 10.

Fifth Example Embodiment

As shown in FIG. 12, the information processor 10 (or 30)
may be used as an information terminal device (a controller)
of an information processing system including an informa-
tion processor main body 40 such as a stationary video game
machine (the entire system of FIG. 12). In this case, one of the
touch panels 14a, 145 (or 34a, 34b) is used to perform a
normal input operation (the first mode) for a game. The input
operation of the second mode is an operation of substantially
simultaneously operating both touch panels 14a, 145 (or 34a,
345b) in order to enter a command of a specific function such
as “start a game” or “select an electronic device connected to
the video game machine.”

In such an information processing system, information
(coordinate data) associated with a gesture input to the touch
panels 14a, 14b (or 34a, 34b) of the information terminal
device 10 (or 30), etc. is transmitted from a wireless commu-
nication portion 23 to a wireless communication portion 43 of
the information processor main body 40. The data received by
the wireless communication portion 34 is processed by an
information processing portion (a computer) 41 of the infor-
mation processor main body 40. A part of the processing
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shown in the flowcharts of FIGS. 4, 5, 8,9, and 11 is executed
by the information processing portion 41 based on a program
stored in a storage portion 42. The processing result is dis-
played on the screen of a display device 44 such as a television
connected to the information processor main body 40.

The information processor main body 40 may be con-
nected to the Internet line, and a command such as “connect
to or disconnect the line etc.” (the second mode) may be input
by operating the touch panel 14a or 145 (or 34a, 34b) of the
information terminal device 10 (or 30).

Sixth Example Embodiment

In the information processor 30 of the fourth example
embodiment shown in FIG. 10, the display portion 33a and
the touch panel 34a are mounted on one surface (the front
side), and at least the touch panel 345 (or the touch pad) is
mounted on the other surface (the back side). Accordingly,
this information processor 30 is suitable for use in electronic
book applications.

If the information processor 30 is applied to an electronic
book, electronic data of each book title is prestored in the
storage region 22e. In this case, the information processor 30
is used as in the following specific examples.

There are two display modes for electronic books, anormal
display (reduced display) mode and an enlarged display
mode. In the normal display mode, the operation of moving
one finger (index finger etc.) rightward on the touch panel 34a
is defined as a command to “go to the next page,” and the
operation of moving one finger leftward is defined as a com-
mand to “return to the previous page.” These commands to
“go to the next page” and “return to the previous page” are
herein collectively referred to as the command to “change the
page.”

In the enlarged display mode, the user can scroll the screen
(move up, down, right, and left within the display region of
the entire screen) by moving one finger (index finger etc.)
upward, downward, rightward, or leftward. With the text of a
certain page of the electronic book being displayed in a nor-
mal character size on the display portion 33a, the user puts
two fingers (thumb and index finger) together, place them on
a text region to be enlarged, and move the two fingers away
from each other on the touch panel 34a. In response to this
operation, the text in the region around the initially touched
portion, namely the region to be enlarged as shown by broken
line in FIG. 13A, is enlarged and displayed on the display
portion 33a as shown in FIG. 13B.

In the enlarged display mode, however, the touch panel 34a
is used to enter a command to scroll the screen, and thus
cannot be used to enter a command to go to the next page.
Accordingly, the display mode is returned to the normal dis-
play mode before performing an operation to go to the next
page. In this case, the user performs the operation to go to the
next page after performing the operation to return the display
mode to the “normal display mode,” which complicates the
operation.

Accordingly, in the sixth example embodiment, in the case
where the example embodiment is applied to an electronic
book, an information processing program etc. that allows the
user to perform an input operation (enter a command) to go to
the next page or return to the previous page (i.e., “change the
page”) by a simple operation without changing the display
mode from the enlarged display mode.

In the case of the electronic book, details of steps S16, S22
as the process of the “first mode” shown in FIG. 4 are imple-
mented by the flowchart of FIG. 14. Reference characters
“14a,” “14b” of the touch panels in the flowchart of FIG. 4 are
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replaced with “34a,” “345” in the case where the information
processor 30 of FIG. 10 is used.

First, it is determined in step S121 if the operation of
starting a book application has been performed. For example,
if a command to start reading is entered by selecting a desired
book title by the gesture as shown in FIG. 10, it is determined
in step S121 that the command has been entered. It is deter-
mined in step S122 if reading is started from the first page
(page 1). The user selects whether to read from the first page
or to read from the page he/she was reading in the previous
reading (the page with a bookmark described below in step
S141). If the user selects to read from the first page, “1” is
written to a page register (R14) included in the register region
22a in step S123. If the user selects to read from the page
he/she was reading in the previous reading (or any page but
the first one), the designated page number is written to the
page register in step S124.

It is determined in step S125 if the display mode is the
enlarged display mode. If the display mode is not the enlarged
display mode (if the display mode is the normal display
mode), the text (text data) of the page number stored in the
page register (R14) is read from the storage region 22e, and is
displayed in a normal character size on the display portion
33a in step S125 (see FIG. 13A). If the operation to go to the
next page is performed on the touch panel 344 in this state, it
is determined in step S127 via step S121 if the display mode
is the normal display mode. If it is determined that the display
mode is the normal display mode, it is determined in step
S128 that the operation to go to the next page has been
performed. In step S129, “1” is added to the page register, and
the page number to be displayed next is stored in the page
register. In response to this, text data of the next page is read
in step S126 via step S125, and is displayed in a normal
character size on the display portion 33a. In the following step
S130, it is determined if there is a command to end the book
application. After another process is performed in step S131,
the process returns (to the main routine or step S121).

In response to every operation to go to the next page, steps
S121, S127 to S129, S125, S126 are repeated, and the text of
the next page is displayed.

Although the flowchart is not shown, in order to return to
the previous page, the user moves the index finger from right
to left on the touch panel 3454, and the value of the page
register R14 is reduced by 1 in response to this operation.

When the user wishes to enlarge the text, the user performs
a gesture input operation on the touch panel 34a to enter a
command to enlarge the text. In this gesture, the user puts the
thumb and the index finger together, starts a touch-on in this
state, and moves the two fingers away from each other to a
region to be enlarged (the range shown by broken line in FI1G.
13a). This command to enlarge the text is detected in step
S132 via steps S121, S127, S128. In step S133, “1” is written
to an enlarged display mode flag (or a process of setting a flag
is performed). In the following step S125, it is determined that
the display mode is the enlarged display mode. In step S134,
the text in the predetermined range located around the region
where the command to enlarge the text has been input is
enlarged, and the enlarged text is displayed on the display
region 33a (see FIG. 13B). It is determined in step S135 that
“1” has not been written to a scroll flag, and the program
returns via steps S130, S131.

If the user has finished reading the displayed text in the
enlarged display mode, the user touches the touch panel 34a
with one finger as shown in FIG. 13C, and inputs the scrolling
direction and range. In this case, it is determined in step S136
via steps S121, 127 that there is no command to reduce the
text. It is determined in step S137 that there has been a touch
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on the touch panel 344 and the screen of the touch panel 34a
has been scrolled. In step S138, “1” is written to the scroll
flag, and the scrolling direction is written to a register (R15).
Then, it is determined in step S135 via steps S125, S134 that
the scroll flag is “1.” In step S139, the text is scroll-displayed
in the designated direction in the enlarged display state (see
FIG. 13D).

Then, the program returns to the main routine via steps
S130, S131.

If'the user has finished reading the text of that page, the user
enters a command to go to the next page. Specifically, in the
enlarged display state, the user touches the touch panel 345 on
the back side with the index finger (or middle finger), and
moves this finger rightward as viewed from the front (see
FIG. 13E).

In response to this operation, it is determined in step S151
of FIG. 14 via steps S5, S19 to S22 in FIG. 4 that the display
mode is not the normal display mode. It is determined in step
S152 that the operation to go to the next page has been
performed on the touch panel 3454. In step S153, “1” is added
to the value of the page register (R14), and the page number
to be displayed next is stored in the page register. Then, the
program proceeds to step S125. It is determined in step S125
that the display mode is the enlarged display mode. In step
S134, text data of the page number stored in the page register
is read from the storage region 22e, and enlarged text is
displayed on the display portion 33« (see FIG. 13F).

Then, it is determined in step S135 that the scroll flag is not
“1,” and the program returns to the main routine via steps
S130, S131.

As described above, in the enlarged display mode, a com-
mand to go to the next page (or return to the previous page)
can be entered by operating the touch panel 345 on the back
side. Thus, the user does not have to switch the display mode
from the enlarged display mode to the normal display mode
before entering a command to go to the next page, which
facilitates the operation to go to the next page.

Ifthe touch panel 345 is erroneously operated in the normal
display mode, it is determined in step S151 that the display
mode is the normal display mode, and the program proceeds
to step S125, and returns to the main routine via steps S126,
S130, S131.

If the user wishes to switch the display mode from the
enlarged display mode back to the normal display mode, the
user performs an operation to reduce the display, e.g., an
operation of touching the touch panel 34 with the thumb and
the index finger being away from each other, and then bring-
ing these fingers together (or moving the fingers like pinching
something). Thus, it is determined in step S136 via steps
S121, S127 that the operation to reduce the display has been
performed. In step S140, “0” is written to an enlarged display
mode flag, and preparations are made to switch the display
mode to the normal display mode. It is determined in step
S137 that the operation made by the user is not the operation
of scrolling the screen (“0” is written to the scroll register as
necessary), and the program proceeds to step S125. It is
determined in step S125 that the enlarged display mode flag is
not “1” (i.e., the display mode is the normal display mode). In
step S126, the text is displayed in a normal character size.
Then, the program returns to the main routine via steps S130,
S131.

After steps S126, S135, or S139, it is determined in step
S130 if a command to end the book application has been
entered. If no command to end the book application is
detected, another process is performed in step S139, and the
program returns to the main routine.
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If the user wishes to end the book application, the user
performs an operation as shown in, e.g., FIG. 7B. At this time,
it is determined in step S130 that a command to end the book
application has been entered. In step S141, a page with a
bookmark is stored. Specifically, the page number immedi-
ately before the page number stored in the page register is
stored as a backup in a storage medium capable of retaining
the storage state even after the power is off (a flash memory
etc., not shown). The page number of the bookmark is used to
set the page number in the page register (R14) in step S124
when the user resumes reading.

Although the sixth example embodiment is described with
respect to the case where applications are electronic books,
the present application is applicable to other applications
having the normal display mode and the enlarged display
mode, such as applications of viewing pictures. In that case, in
normal display (several thumbnail pictures are displayed), an
input operation (a lateral slide operation etc.) is performed on
the touch panel on the front side to display the previous or
next picture. In the case where a picture is displayed in an
enlarged size, the touch panel 34a on the front side may be
used to perform an operation to scroll the screen, and the
touch panel 345 on the back side may be used to perform an
operation to display the previous or next picture (go to the
next picture or return to the previous picture).

The present application is also applicable to tabbed brows-
ers. For example, in the case where a webpage is displayed in
an enlarged size by a browser, the touch panel 34a may be
used to perform an operation to scroll the screen, and the
touch panel 345 may be used to display the previous or next
webpage.

Although a plurality of example embodiments are
described in detail above, the above description is by way of
illustration in all respects, and various other modifications
and variations can be made without departing from the scope
of the example embodiments.

The invention claimed is:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing an information processing program to be executed by
a computer of an information processor, wherein

said information processor has a first touch surface, a sec-
ond touch surface placed on a back side of said first
touch surface, a first touch operation detection portion
that detects a first touch operation on said first touch
surface, and a second touch operation detection portion
that detects a second touch operation on said second
touch surface,

said computer is connected to said first touch operation
detection portion and said second touch operation detec-
tion portion, and

said information processing program allows said computer
to provide functionality comprising:

a first processing that executes a first process based on said
first touch operation detected by said first touch opera-
tion detection portion,

a second processing that, if said first touch operation
detected by said first touch operation detection portion
and said second touch operation detected by said second
touch operation detection portion are slide operations in
opposite directions to each other, executes a second pro-
cess different from said first process based on said first
touch operation detected by said first touch operation
detection portion and said second touch operation
detected by said second touch operation detection por-
tion, and

a mode selection that selects a first mode in which said first
processing executes said first process based on said first
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touch operation, or a second mode in which said second
processing executes said second process based on said
first touch operation and said second touch operation,
wherein

said information processing program further allows said
computer to provide functionality comprising:

a difference calculation that calculates a first distance at a
first time between a first touch position corresponding to
said first touch operation detected by said first touch
operation detection portion and a second touch position
corresponding to said second touch operation detected
by said second touch operation detection portion, and a
second distance between said first touch position and
said second touch position at a second time later than
said first time, and calculates a difference between said
first distance and said second distance, and

said second processing executes said second process if said
difference calculated by said difference calculation sat-
isfies a predetermined condition.

2. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium

according to claim 1, wherein

said second processing executes said second process if an
absolute value of said difference calculated by said dif-
ference calculation exceeds a predetermined value.

3. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing an information processing program to be executed by
a computer of an information processor, wherein

said information processor has a first touch operation
detection portion that detects a first touch operation on a
first touch surface, and a second touch operation detec-
tion portion that detects a second touch operation on a
second touch surface,

said computer is connected to said first touch operation
detection portion and said second touch operation detec-
tion portion, and

said information processing program allows said computer
to provide functionality comprising:

amode switch that switches a display mode between a first
display mode and a second display mode,

afirst processing that executes a first process based on said
first touch operation detected by said first touch opera-
tion detection portion, when said display mode is said
first display mode, and

a second processing that executes a second process difter-
ent from said first process based on said first touch
operation detected by said first touch operation detection
portion, and executes said first process based on at least
said first touch operation detected by said first touch
operation detection portion and said second touch opera-
tion detected by said second touch operation detection
portion, when said display mode is said second display
mode,

said information program further allows said computer to
provide functionality comprising:

afirst display control that displays a predetermined display
object on a display portion, when said display mode is
said first display mode, and

a second display control that displays said predetermined
display object in an enlarged size on said display por-
tion, when said display mode is said second display
mode,

said first processing switches said display object as said
first process, and

said second processing switches said display object as said
first process, and scrolls a screen of said display portion
as said second process.
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4. An information processing system comprising:

a first touch surface, a second touch surface placed on a
back side of said first touch surface, a first touch opera-
tion detection portion that detects a first touch operation
on said first touch surface, a second touch operation
detection portion that detects a second touch operation
on said second touch surface, and

a processor system including at least one processor, said
processor system being coupled to said first touch opera-
tion detection portion and said second touch operation
detection portion, and said processor system being con-
figured to provide functionality comprising:

a first processing that executes a first process based on said
first touch operation detected by said first touch opera-
tion detection portion,

a second processing that, if said first touch operation
detected by said first touch operation detection portion
and said second touch operation detected by said second
touch operation detection portion are slide operations in
opposite directions to each other, executes a second pro-
cess different from said first process based on said first
touch operation detected by said first touch operation
detection portion and said second touch operation
detected by said second touch operation detection por-
tion,

a mode selection that selects a first mode in which said first
processing executes said first process based on said first
touch operation, or a second mode in which said second
processing executes said second process based on said
first touch operation and said second touch operation,
and

a difference calculation that calculates a first distance at a
first time between a first touch position corresponding to
said first touch operation detected by said first touch
operation detection portion and a second touch position
corresponding to said second touch operation detected
by said second touch operation detection portion, and a
second distance between said first touch position and
said second touch position at a second time later than
said first time, and calculates a difference between said
first distance and said second distance, wherein

said second processing executes said second process if said
difference calculated by said difference calculation sat-
isfies a predetermined condition.

5. The information processing system according to claim 4,

wherein

said second processing executes said second process if an
absolute value of said difference calculated by said dif-
ference calculation exceeds a predetermined value.

6. An information processing system comprising:

a first touch operation detection portion that detects a first
touch operation on a first touch surface, and a second
touch operation detection portion that detects a second
touch operation on a second touch surface,

a processor system including at least one processor, the
processor system being coupled to said first touch opera-
tion detection portion and said second touch operation
detection portion, and said processor system being con-
figured to provide functionality comprising:

a mode switch that switches a display mode between a first
display mode and a second display mode,

a first processing that executes a first process based on said
first touch operation detected by said first touch opera-
tion detection portion, when said display mode is said
first display mode, and

a second processing that executes a second process differ-
ent from said first process based on said first touch
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operation detected by said first touch operation detection
portion, and executes said first process based on at least
said first touch operation detected by said first touch
operation detection portion and said second touch opera-
tion detected by said second touch operation detection
portion, when said display mode is said second display
mode,

afirst display control that displays a predetermined display
object on a display portion, when said display mode is
said first display mode, and

a second display control that displays said predetermined
display object in an enlarged size on said display por-
tion, when said display mode is said second display
mode, wherein

said first processing switches said display object as said
first process, and

said second processing switches said display object as said
first process, and scrolls a screen of said display portion
as said second process.

7. An information processing method comprising:

detecting a first touch operation by a first touch operation
detection portion on a first touch surface;

detecting a second touch operation by a second touch
operation detection portion on a second touch surface
placed on a back side of said first touch surface;

executing a first process based on said first touch operation
detected by said first touch operation detection portion,

if said first touch operation detected by said first touch
operation detection portion and said second touch opera-
tion detected by said second touch operation detection
portion are slide operations in opposite directions to
each other, executing a second process different from
said first process based on said first touch operation
detected by said first touch operation detection portion
and said second touch operation detected by said second
touch operation detection portion,

selecting a first mode in which said first process is executed
based on said first touch operation, or a second mode in
which said second process is executed based on said first
touch operation and said second touch operation, and

calculating a first distance at a first time between a first
touch position corresponding to said first touch opera-
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tion detected by said first touch operation detection por-
tion and a second touch position corresponding to said
second touch operation detected by said second touch
operation detection portion, and a second distance
between said first touch position and said second touch
position at a second time later than said first time, and
calculating a difference between said first distance and
said second distance, wherein

said second process is executed if said calculated difter-
ence satisfies a predetermined condition.

8. The information processing method according to claim

7, wherein

said second process is executed if an absolute value of said
calculated difference exceeds a predetermined value.

9. An information processing method comprising:

detecting a first touch operation by a first touch operation
detection portion on a first touch surface,

detecting a second touch operation by a second touch
operation detection portion on a second touch surface,

switching a display mode between a first display mode and
a second display mode,

executing a first process based on said first touch operation
detected by said first touch operation detection portion,
when said display mode is said first display mode,

executing a second process different from said first process
based on said first touch operation detected by said first
touch operation detection portion, and executing said
first process based on at least said first touch operation
detected by said first touch operation detection portion
and said second touch operation detected by said second
touch operation detection portion, when said display
mode is said second display mode,

displaying a predetermined display object on a display
portion, when said display mode is said first display
mode, and

displaying said predetermined display object in an
enlarged size on said display portion, when said display
mode is said second display mode, wherein

said first process is switching said display object, and

said second process is scrolling a screen of said display
portion.



